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1. Name of the indicator 

Gross birth rate  

Last updated: 28/10/2021 Version: 1.3 

 

2. Area 

Main area Sociodemographics  

Subarea Demography 

 

3. Definition 

Most generic indicator of the phenomenon of birth. It indicates the number of live births 
registered in a year per thousand inhabitants of a specific population. 
Notably, it neither describes the reproductive behaviour of a population nor considers its 
structure by age. 

 

4. Calculation formula 

𝑏𝑖𝑟𝑡ℎ𝑠 𝑖𝑛 𝑡ℎ𝑒 𝑝𝑒𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑑

𝑡ℎ𝑜𝑢𝑠𝑎𝑛𝑑𝑠 𝑜𝑓 𝑖𝑛ℎ𝑎𝑏𝑖𝑡𝑎𝑛𝑡𝑠 𝑖𝑛 𝑡ℎ𝑒 𝑚𝑖𝑑𝑑𝑙𝑒 𝑜𝑓 𝑡ℎ𝑒 𝑝𝑒𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑑
𝑥103 

 

5. Reading 

An increase in this indicator means a higher number of live births per thousand inhabitants 
of a population in a specific period. Traditionally, birth rates closest to 10% have been 
characteristic of rich countries, while higher birth rates have been characteristic of 
developing countries.  

 

6. Periodicity 

Annual  

 

7. Source 

Idescat  

 

8. Constraints 

 

Geographical ☐ Time ☐ Statistical confidentiality ☐ 
 

Description of constraints 

 

a 

 

9. SDGs 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 

10. Comments and observations 

 

 

https://www.idescat.cat/indicadors/?id=anuals&n=10342
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